Short co)nmull nications criteria has to be made by the user. The performance of the system therefore depends largely on the skill and experience of the user. It should also be emphasised that use of the computerised cytogenetics database should always go hand in hand with the original data source, the Schinzel catalogue, since weighing of choices and comparison with photographs of patients are important steps in the diagnostic process.
The presence of this centromeric material was confirmed by conventional C banding techniques.
Discussion
The identification of centromeric material by immunofluorescence microscopy using anticentromere autoantibody (anti-C technique) is rapid, simple, and inexpensive. In contrast to conventional C banding techniques, which require long incubation times (frequently up to 24 hours), this procedure can be performed in less than two hours. As shown by this case report, the anti-C technique can provide clinically useful information. 
